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Cn the Pacinian Bodies.
him. This inquirer found these bodies in the mesentery and mesorectum of the cat. They are, according to him, elliptical, transparent bodies, with the long diameter somewhat more than one millemetre. He distinguished with the aid of the microscope a peripheral part formed of from 15 to 20 concentric layers, and a central hollow portion, which passes through the whole length of the body, terminates at one apex in a shut end, and at the other communicates by means of a serpentine canal with the nearest lymphatic vessels. In Germany, Professor Mayer of Bonn* first recognized the Pacinian bodies as distinct objects; and it may be said that German inquirers have subsequently brought the discovery of Pacini to an important and valuable scientific condition. Henle and Kolliker especially, by their Memoirs of 1844, have elucidated much the structure and anatomico-physiological relations of these bodies.
The Pacinian bodies, which must have been often noticed by observers who studied the chyliferous vessels in the cat, were seen by Pacini first in man, and afterwards in cattle. They are seen normally without exception in adults as in the foetus and new-born infants. Usually they are numerous in the nerves of the hand and foot, in the palm and sola. They are besides observed in the sacral plexus, in the crural nerve, in some cutaneous nerves of the upper arm and fore-arm, in the epigastric plexus and nerves issuing from it, and in the neighbouring plexuses. Their number in the whole body must be considerable ; and in a single hand from 60 to 200 have been numbered. They are either detached or accumulated in small heaps. In all cases they are attached by one end by a stem variable in length to an adjoining nerve. They are for the most part distinctly visible to the naked eye; elliptical or longoval bodies of opal lustre ; and through the more translucent middle, in the long direction are observed slightly tortuous streaks. ]n adults their average length is from 1 ? to 2 millemetres. In the fetus they are 6ften so small that either they cannot be seen, or they are seen by the naked eye with great difficulty. At the point of division of the median nerve, and ulnar nerve, in the fingers, and the plantar nerve in the branches going to the toes, they are largest; at the tips of the fingers they are smallest. The stems or peduncles by which these bodies are attached to the nerves, join the nerves either at a right angle, or so that they are inclined sometimes more to the central, sometimes more to the peripheral end of the nerve. Not unfrequently two bodies are attached by means of a bifurcated stem. The stems or peduncles appear to be continued backwards in a conical fashion into the corpuscula, by which they are easily distinguished by their transparency from the substance of the rest of the corpuscula. This prolongation amounts sometimes to one fourth part and more of the entire length of the Pacinian body.
When the corpuxculum is examined under the microscope, it presents numerous fine dark lines, which proceed on the outside or along the periphery of the corpuxculum by the edges, and within, run parallel to the long axis of the corpusculum, and are separated from each other by clear, broader intervals. At the stalk-end of the capsule, the concentric lines incline to each other, and are continued then, as is observed in large Pacinian bodies, in fine dark lines, which may be seen compressed parallel and closely to the stalk. At the free end, on the other hand, the concentric and parallel lines of the corpuscle are united on both sides ; yet here there is also often observed a white line penetrating into the interior of the corpusculum, (ligamentum intercapsulare,) which appears to correspond with the prolongation of the stalk on the other side. The fine, closely compressed, parallel lines of the proper stalk become towards the nerve progressive-* Ueber die Pacinischen Korperchen, Zurich, 1844. 4 lv more subtile, and in most cases vanish altogether from the eye before they sink into the nerve. In the middle of a corpuscle there is observed a longitudinal space, more or less transparent, which follows in like manner the longitudinal axis of the corpusculum. The The proportion of deaths among aged persons was not greater than usual during the above months, till towards the end of November; the influenza, however, occurred too late in the month to allow the increasing number of deaths among the aged from this cause to swell materially the bills of mortality for November.
The above remarks on the mortality of Edinburgh apply nearly equally to that of Leith. There, however, the mortality has by no means been so great as in Edinburgh. This appears to be attributable to three chief causes. Is#, Leith is not exposed to the influx of Irish immigrants ; ''idly, It has no public hospital which admits patients from all parts of the country, whose deaths, like those in the Itoyal Infirmary of Edinburgh, are reckoned along with the general mortality of the town, ?its fever hospital is for the inhabitants of Leith alone ; and, 3dly, Its low-lying situation, on the shores of the Frith of Forth, has apparently rendered the effects of the influenza milder than in Edinburgh or other exposed localities. Even as it is, however, the mortality from fever has been in the proportion of 19 per cent, of the total deaths from all causes; while small pox, both in proportion to the total mortality and also to the population, has been nearly three times as prevalent as in Edinburgh.
The following is an abstract of the mortality tables of Edinburgh and Leith for the months of September, October, and November 1847, classified according to ages and diseases. 
